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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Shimada et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,119,065). 

As to claim 1, Shimada et al. disclose a map information device comprising a 
storage unit for map data recorded (See abstract) in a rectangular coordinate system; a 
route search unit (See abstract; col. 4, lines 45-53) for searching for a route based on 
information on two geographical points (start or departure and destination; See Fig. 
117); an area generator unit (processing unit) (See col. 6, lines 12-29; col. 7, lines 43- 
51) to set an area along the route between the two geographical points by correcting a 
width of the area based on latitude values of the routes (See col. 4, lines 4-14; col. 7, 
lines 34-42); and a map search init to then search for map data for the corrected width 
area and to output the map data of the corrected width area (See col.7, lines 4-9, 52- 
67). 

As to claim 2, Shimada et al. discloses a map information device comprising a 
storage unit for map data (See abstract); a route search unit for searching for a route 
between two geographical points (start or departure, destination; See Fig. 117)) (See 
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abstract; col. 4, lines 45-53); it discloses a processor unit to simplify the figure of the 
route by reducing a number of nodes consisting the route (See col. 6, lines 12-29; col. 
7, lines 43-51); a map search unit to then search for map data for the area of the 
simplified route from a map database and to output the map data of the area of the 
simplified route (See col. 6, lines 22-29, 44-50). 

As to claim 3, Shimada et al. disclose a map information device connected to a 
terminal comprising (see col. 13, lines 63-67): a route search unit for searching for a 
route based on information for two geographical points from the terminal (See abstract); 
a route area predictor (1 142) for predicting enroute stopping points (landmarks) along 
the route based on the information from the terminal; an area generator unit to set a 
search area along the route and to expand the search area along the route in the 
vicinity of the predicted enroute stopping points (See col. 19, lines 18-27); and a map 
search unit to then search for map data for the search area, which is expanded in the 
vicinity of the predicted enroute stopping points, from a map database and to output the 
map data for the search area expanded in the vicinity of the predicted enroute stopping 
points (See col. 24, lines 21-38; col. 26, lines 10-25). 

As to claims 12, 15, 17-19, Shimada et al. disclose the map data based on 
rectangular coordinates, wherein the area generator unit establishes the area by 
correcting a width of the area based on latitude values of the route (See col. 4, lines 4- 
14); col. 7, lines 9-16, 33-42). 

As to claims 4-11, 13-14, 16, Shimada et al. disclose the route area predictor 
establishes the enroute stopping points based on predicted trip time schedule along the 
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route and also discloses a processor that omits the nodes whose distance to next nodes 
are equal or less than a predetermined value or reducing nodes; and also teaches the 
extracted poi (point of interest) (See col. 6, lines 12-29; col. 7, lines 43-51; Fig. 135; col. 
6, lines 35-50). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur-Jeanglaude whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6954. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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